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“YOUR OWN SELVES ... SPEAKING
PERVERSE THINGS”
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INTRODUCTION1

Warnings abound in the New Testament regarding false teachers:

Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing,
but inwardly are ravening wolves (Mt. 7:15).

“But the Spirit saith expressly, that in later times some shall fall
away from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doc-
trines of demons” (1 Tim. 4:1).

But there arose false prophets also among the people, as among
you also there shall be false teachers, who shall privily bring in
destructive heresies, denying even the Master that bought them,
bringing upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall
follow their lascivious doings; by reason of whom the way of the
truth shall be evil spoken of (2 Pet. 2:1-2).

Beloved, while I was giving all diligence to write unto you of
our common salvation, I was constrained to write unto you
exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once
for all delivered unto the saints. For there are certain men crept
in privily, even they who were of old written of beforehand unto
this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God
into lasciviousness, and denying our only Master and Lord, Jesus
Christ (Ju. 3-4).

Those are but a few of a multitude of passages that cry out to God’s
people: “There are ravening wolves!” Why some (actually, “many”)
refuse to heed the warning remains a mystery. One can only attribute
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the failure to one of three causes—either they are ignorant of the
problem, they ignore the problem, or they instigate the problem!

As with many social, political, and religious issues, it would be
difficult to isolate any one cause and say with any degree of confi-
dence: “This is the problem or cause!” With apostasy occurring on a
massive scale across this brotherhood we can only conclude that there
are several things that have contributed to this departure. For one thing,
there are those who have not a love for the Truth (2 Thess. 2:10-12).
Jimmy Clark states:

Here lies the difference between the man who is pardoned and
the man who will perish. The man who is pardoned is interested
in truth, no matter what he may have to sacrifice to attain it. The
man who perishes is interested in the truth only if it agrees with
what he already has and does not ask for him to make any great
changes. The man who is pardoned would give his life for the
truth. The man who perishes would give up the truth to maintain
his physical life.2

A second contributory factor would be members who have “itching
ears” (2 Tim. 4:3). Let me tell you a little about my little five pound
poodle. Millie is eleven years old and stands about eight inches tall.
Although she occasionally barks at strangers, her bark is worse than her
bite. I really think she is begging for attention when she barks. Millie
loves to have her ears scratched. Occasionally she will climb up in the
chair next to me, and position herself in such a way that my hand
naturally lands across the top of her head. The natural inclination is to
scratch her head and behind her ears. In response she will raise her head
a notch or two in order to get the full effect of my hand scratching
behind her ears. Should I quit, she will either lift her head another notch
or two, or turn and look at me as if to ask, “Why did you quit?” I came
across this little observation relative to my personal experience:

Have you ever seen a dog that loved to have his ear’s scratched?
There are dogs that just love to have their ears scratched. They
don’t care who does it, as long as it is being done. This kind of
dog will go up to anyone, just hoping that the person will reach
down and scratch his ears. It doesn’t matter if the person is his
owner. It doesn’t matter if the person is a complete stranger. This
dog will just sit and let the person scratch his ears. If the person
scratching stops, the dog will put his nose up to the person’s
hand indicating that he wants the person to continue scratching.
If the person gets up and walks away, the dog will follow the



242 “Your Own Selves ... Speaking Perverse Things”

person. The dog will continue to follow the person until the
person finally decides to scratch again; unless, the dog can find
someone else to scratch his ears. You see, the dog is not loyal to
the first scratcher. He is just loyal to whoever will scratch his
ears. He is not choosy about the kind of person scratching his
ears. He only wants his ears scratched.3

The apostle Paul stressed the importance of preaching the Word,
whether in season or out of season: “For the time will come when they
will not endure the sound doctrine; but, having itching ears, will heap
to themselves teachers after their own lusts; and will turn away their
ears from the truth, and turn aside unto fables” (2 Tim. 4:3-4).
Spiritually speaking, such individuals might be said to have “dog ears.”

There are some observations that beg closer consideration. First,
those who have spiritual “dog ears” will not endure the Truth. Their
love for the Truth vanished long before their abandonment of the same.
Because of their distaste for the spiritual milk that is without guile
(1 Pet. 2:2), they run recklessly after anyone who will scratch their
spiritual ears. Tragically, such individuals bring upon themselves a
spiritual hardening that blinds them to the Truth and prepares them for
the wiles of the devil. “And for this cause God sendeth them a working
of error, that they should believe a lie” (2 Thess. 2:11) simply because
they “received not the love of the truth” (2 Thess. 2:10).

In this regard, there is no loyalty to the Master, but a heaping up of
false teachers who will bow to their increasing demand of having
someone scratch their spiritual “dog ears.” It matters not whether the
Truth is spoken—in fact, there is an ever increasing abhorrence toward
the Truth eventually leading to a willful exchange of the Truth for a lie
(Rom. 1:21-25). Heaping to themselves such false teachers, “they will
accumulate a handpicked little conglomerate of ‘clergy’ that will play
any ‘fiddle tune’ that is requested.”4

Actually, the motivation for such foolishness lies in their selfish
desire to have their “ears scratched.” I have watched my dog, and other
dogs for that matter, attack an “itch” with such vigor and vitality that
one would think the ear might fall off. Humans are like that. Occasion-
ally, I get an itch in a spot that I cannot reach with my arm or hand, and
I search for some way to alleviate the discomfort. The desire to have
one’s spiritual “dog ears” scratched in the manner here described by the
apostle derives not out of a longing for the Truth, but rather to fulfill
one’s own desires and lusts (Jas. 1:14).



Tom Wacaster 243

Spiritual “dog ears” that long to be scratched by whatever means
available will lead a person to ruin. Things will go from bad to worse,
and the end result is that the individual will find himself turning unto
fables to satisfy the itch within. The Greek word here is muthous and
it means “that which lacks the substance of reality.” I never cease to be
amazed at the sophisticated silliness that men will embrace when once
they have abandoned the Truth. In an effort to fill the “void” within,
they will believe almost anything—and the more bizarre, the greater the
number who seem to follow such nonsense. No wonder that men have
so widely embraced the foolish notion that a frog or tadpole can, given
enough time, evolve into a man. Such tickles their ears and satisfies
their inner stupidity! It comes down to this: Each one of us has within
our hearts a strong love for the Truth, with ears attuned to the Word of
God, and motivated by no other desire than to please God. Or, like the
proverbial pooch that will follow anyone so long as they scratch their
itch, they can only be described as those who have spiritual dog ears!

A third contributory factor would be those who desire the glory of
men. “Nevertheless even of the rulers many believed on him; but
because of the Pharisees they did not confess it, lest they should be put
out of the synagogue: for they loved the glory that is of men more than
the glory that is of God” (Jn. 12:42-43). The apostle Paul was not of
such a nature. Proving this, he stressed: “For am I now seeking the
favor of men, or of God? or am I striving to please men? if I were still
pleasing men, I should not be a servant of Christ” (Gal. 1:10).

A fourth and final contributory factor would be shepherds who feed
themselves and fail to guard and protect the flock from the wolves (Ju.
12). Of this number there is no shortage.

This chapter focuses mostly, though not exclusively, upon this last
factor. We shall study this subject under the following headings: The
PASSAGE—Acts 20:17-35—in which we will analyze the text itself.
Second, the PROBLEM, in which we will give special attention to
words and phrases in Paul’s address. Third, the PROOF, where we will
set forth various cases of congregations that illustrate the outcome of
negligent elders. Fourth, the PREVENTION where we will provide
some suggestions on how to avoid what others have sadly experienced.

THE PASSAGE—ACTS 20:28-30

The immediate context of our passage is Acts 20:17-35. There
Luke records the closing days of Paul’s third missionary journey and
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his return to Jerusalem. Anxious to reach Jerusalem before the day of
Pentecost (Acts 20:16), Paul sets forth his call to the elders of the
church at Ephesus summoning them to meet him in Miletus (Acts
20:17). This is followed by Luke’s record of Paul’s communication to
those elders (Acts 20:18-35). His message consists of the following
points: a) the Persecutions Paul faced, vv. 18-19; b) the Preaching he
had done, vv. 20-21; c) the Prospects he faced, vv. 22-25; d) the Purity
of his conscience, vv. 26-27; e) a Prophecy regarding this eldership, vv.
28-31; f) the Power of the Word; and g) his honorable Provisions for
the flesh, vv. 33-35.

We are particularly interested in point e), “the Prophecy regarding
this eldership, vv. 28-31. In these verses, Paul a) gives them a charge
to take heed to themselves and the flock; b) reminds them exactly Who
placed them into that office; c) says something about the purchase price
of the church; and, d) forewarns them about the impending danger of
“grievous wolves” that would harm the flock. They would “come after
his departure,” they would arise from among those in the congregation,
they would devour the flock with “perverse” and false teaching, and
they would “draw disciples” away after themselves. He thus closes his
address to these elders with an admonition to “watch” and “remem-
ber”—a wise admonition for all of us, no doubt.

THE PROBLEM—FALSE TEACHERS
WITHIN THE ELDERSHIP

As already pointed out, issues arise for a multitude of reasons, and
congregations are seldom carried away into apostasy in one giant leap.
Apostasy seldom occurs overnight. Moving from point “A” to point
“B” involves a number of small steps, none of which may seem very
significant, but when added together, results in a massive departure and
abandonment of one’s original position. The Devil is a master deceiver.
He knows that if the true cost of sin were immediately realized that
there would be few takers. So, he convinces you to act in small
increments. “Just a little! One bite; that’s all.” “What will one drink
hurt?” “What harm is there in just one compromise? One little lie? One
missed assembly?” Like borrowed money that is paid back a little at a
time, Satan does not tell you about the “balloon payment” that comes
due when the installment period runs out. For some that installment
period is short; for others it stretches out over several years. But for all
it comes due in a fraction of time when compared with eternity. The
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tragedy is that few realize that they are selling their souls out for a mess
of pottage that is worthless when compared to the true and eternal
values of godliness. Ahab was one who sold out. “And Ahab said to
Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine enemy? And he answered, I have
found thee, because thou hast sold thyself to do that which is evil in the
sight of Jehovah” (1 Kgs. 21:20).

Our country is run amuck in sin. We have saturated ourselves with
sex, drowned ourselves in whiskey, deadened our senses with drugs,
and indulged ourselves in material pleasures. What began as a mild
indulgence has given way to flood gates that have been thrown wide
open. In the movie industry it began with Rhet Butler telling Mrs.
Scarlet that he really did not care what she did after he was gone—of
course he peppered his remarks with one word—only one word—that
shocked the sensitivity of our nation. Now, the airways are filled with
filthy language the likes of which would make Clark Gable blush. The
movie industry is not the only one that has been infected in small
increments. What began as prohibition repealed has led to a nation that
is drowning itself in liquor. The sexual revolution of the 1960s
introduced us to the multi-billion dollar industry of pornography.
Atlantic City and New Orleans eventually gave way to legalized
gambling and now our nation thinks the way to prosperity is through
the lottery. On the religious and spiritual front, congregations have
abandoned the faith “once for all delivered unto the saints” (Ju. 3), and
many members look back over the long journey from soundness to
apostasy, and they wonder: “How did we arrive at this point? What has
happened?” The fact is, it did not start with a giant leap into immorality
and/or apostasy. It came in small increments that gradually gave way
to greater steps and eventually giant leaps.

I do not have opportunity to watch a lot of television, but one
program that I truly enjoyed over the four or five years of its existence
was “DOC.” It is the story of a country grown boy that finds himself
practicing medicine in New York after his graduation from medical
school. A close associate of Doc Cassidy is Nate, a policeman of
outstanding moral qualities and true character. On one episode Nate
was tempted to lie in order to protect a fellow policeman who was
pilfering money from drug busts. But Nate would not give in, and in the
end honesty and integrity won out over greed and covetousness. At the
end of each weekly segment Doc Cassidy writes to his mentor back in
Wyoming via email. His comments speak volumes: “Even in the little
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things, do what is right, ‘cause a soul is seldom sold in one great
auction. Instead it is bartered away in a thousand tiny trades, a little bit
at a time.” Sage advice for a sinful nation that is selling its soul on the
installment plan and a church that is increasingly plunging headlong
into the abandonment of God and His Word.

Let me suggest the following “steps” that open the door for wolves
to devour the flock. Step one: A failure to properly feed the church of
the Lord. Paul admonished the elders to “feed the church of the Lord”
(Acts 20:28). It is the sacred obligation of elders to provide healthy
spiritual food to the souls over whom they have been appointed. The
seriousness of this responsibility is reflected in the words of Ezekiel
regarding the “watchmen” over Israel (Ezek. 33:1-9). Jude denounced
the shepherds “that without fear feed themselves” (Ju. 12). Our present
situation among congregations of the Lord’s church is a stark reminder
that a failure to properly feed a congregation healthy doctrine condi-
tions that congregation for the swift and sure take over by wolves.

Step two: An absence of love for the church, the bride of Christ.
Elders should love the church over which they serve. The absence of
genuine love will produce hirelings rather than helpers, and such men
will flee at the first sign of danger (Jn. 10:12). God give us men who
love the church more than life itself, and who demonstrate that love
with courage and conviction in carrying out their responsibility as
shepherds.

Step three: A failure to guard against the infiltration of infidelity.
It takes only a moment of inattention to bring disaster. Douglas
MacArthur is credited with having warned: “The history of failure in
war can be summed up in two words: ‘Too late.’ Too late in compre-
hending the deadly purpose of a potential enemy; too late in prepared-
ness; too late in uniting all possible forces for resistance; too late in
standing with one’s friends.”5

Step four: Ignorance of the Truth. A counterfeiter will be success-
ful in direct proportion to the ignorance of his victim. Those who know
little about the genuine article will be easily deceived by the claims of
the deceiver. A “perverse” doctrine will be quickly spotted by those
who know and love the Truth; but perverse doctrine is quickly and
readily imbibed by those who are not properly prepared by careful
study and/or teaching.

Step five: An underestimation of the fierceness of our enemies. Paul
refers to them as “wolves”—as did our Lord (Mt. 7:15-17). Peter told
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us that the devil is a roaring lion (1 Pet. 5:8) and seeks to devour his
victims. Some years ago while doing mission work in Africa we read
of a tragic episode in one of the morning papers. Various parks made
provisions for a visiting family to drive their automobile into the “lions’
den.” This would provide the visitors the ability to see “up close” the
lions, and other wild animals. Warnings were posted to remind people
to remain in the car, and keep the windows rolled up until after exiting
the fenced-in area where these wild animals were kept. On this
occasion, the father decided to climb out of the car to get a better
picture of one of the lions, and in the presence of his family, he was
quickly attacked and killed. He failed to heed the warnings and did not
realize the danger of being exposed to the lions. In like manner there
are multitudes of unsuspecting souls who purposefully, and ignorantly,
expose themselves to false teachers. Beguiled by false teaching, they
become quick prey for the wolves who would devour them and bring
them into the captivity of their false doctrine. Too many elders
underestimate the fierceness of our enemies and the danger of false
teachers. Paul warned:

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them that are causing the
divisions and occasions of stumbling, contrary to the doctrine
which ye learned: and turn away from them. For they that are
such serve not our Lord Christ, but their own belly; and by their
smooth and fair speech they beguile the hearts of the innocent
(Rom. 16:17-18).

Some years ago a “workshop” was conducted in the Houston area.
“Dynamic” speakers were invited, with little attention being given to
the past track record of some of them. Warnings abounded from faithful
brethren, but in the final analysis, the warning fell on deaf ears. The
effort went forward, and some of the more “conservative” congrega-
tions participated with an explanation from their shepherds: “We know
that not all the speakers are faithful to the truth; so when you attend
these classes and lectures, please be careful about what you hear.” Such
elders failed to realize the fierceness of our enemies and the danger of
“wolves in sheep clothing.” Those “wolves” most certainly should have
been “marked” and “avoided.”

THE PROOF—EVIDENCE OF MODERN DAY APOSTASY

Even the most casual observer, if honest in his assessment, will
have to admit that the wolves are having a heyday! Almost every day
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brings a report of another individual, or another congregation, that has
compromised the Truth and has capitulated to the enemy. Someone
might respond: “But brother, are you not overreacting?” I think not!
Brethren, I do not want to be an alarmist—but I am sounding the
alarm! There are wolves out there! The reality of the problem has been
acknowledged by a number of brethren—men who are not known for
knee-jerk reactions.

The “market-place” philosophy of many of today’s churches, in
turn, is being driven by “user-friendly” elderships. The “user-
friendly” approach says, “Let’s make the church easy for
people.” Many elders no longer understand or appreciate the
undenominational nature of the Lord’s church. In fact, many of
them are now saying it is a denomination and should see itself as
simply a part of the larger denominational world. This opens the
door for “open membership,” allowing people to become
members of a congregation without necessarily having done
what the Lord requires of one to be saved. It also opens the door
for fellowship with denominational groups ... There are elder-
ships who have instructed their minister never to preach anything
negative so that everyone can leave the services “feeling good.”
Some elders have told their preacher to never mention baptism
when he extends the invitation (if, indeed, he extends an
invitation) because it might “offend” visitors. Other elderships
have “toned down” the Lord’s teaching regarding the one
biblical reason for divorce and remarriage. And by all means,
according to some elders, nothing must ever be said about the
biblical teaching regarding church discipline and withdrawing
fellowship. After all, how can you attract new members or hold
the existing ones if you talk about these kinds of things? “User-
friendly” elderships have largely abdicated their pastoral
responsibilities and have turned the church over to the “ministe-
rial staff.” Many elders are now “too busy” to be elders. They set
the broad operating parameters for the ministers, and leave the
leading of the church up to the “staff.”6

Less than fifteen years ago, Roy Hearn wrote in the Gospel
Advocate:

Some time ago after hearing a good gospel sermon, a good
preacher among us remarked, “Twenty years from now you will
not hear a sermon like that.” Others have predicted it would
come sooner. With warnings like this being sounded throughout
the past 30 years and longer, even back to the days of David
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Lipscomb, J.D. Tant, Foy E. Wallace, Guy N. Woods and others,
we should take heed. The time of “another generation” almost
has ended, and 30 years have almost passed. Perhaps many think
it cannot happen to us. It is already happening!7

Unfortunately such warnings often go unheeded. The general attitude
among brethren toward false teachers is entirely too loose. It reminds
us somewhat of the following news story:

According to news reports, Lucky, a German shepherd guide-
dog for the blind, has so far been responsible for the deaths of all
four of his previous owners. “We will not have him put down.
Lucky is basically a good guide dog,” Ernst Gerber, a dog trainer
from Wuppertal, Germany told reporters. “He just needs a little
brush-up on some elementary skills, that’s all.” “I admit it’s not
an impressive record on paper. He led his first owner in front of
a bus, and the second off the end of a pier. He actually pushed
his third owner off a railway platform just as the Cologne to
Frankfurt express was approaching and he walked his fourth
owner into heavy traffic, before abandoning him and running
away to safety. But, apart from epileptic fits, he has a lovely
temperament. And guide dogs are difficult to train these days.”
Asked if Lucky’s fifth owner would be told about his previous
record, Gerber replied: “No. It would make them nervous, and
would make Lucky nervous. And when Lucky gets nervous he’s
liable to do something silly.”8

Contrary to the “pluralistic” mind-set of our politicians and
professors, there is such a thing as the Truth. When the Truth and error
come face to face, the Truth will always win, though the struggle itself
may produce casualties along the way. Unfortunately some see any sort
of confrontation as a sign of hostility and aggression. Those who
believe, practice, and insist on the Truth being taught produce resent-
ment among those who love not the Truth. Why is it that we consider
it a genuine favor if someone tells us about a computer virus, but if that
same person attempts to warn us of a “spiritual virus,” it is intrusion
into one’s personal faith? It is either because we do not believe the
warning is applicable, we do not believe it is true, or we believe that the
one giving the warning is exaggerating the danger.

Our Lord has sounded the warning: “Beware of false prophets, who
come to you in sheep's clothing” (Mt. 7:15). Why do men not heed the
warning? Perhaps it is because they do not think Jesus is telling the
truth. It may be that they do not think the warning is applicable.
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Perhaps they think Jesus is exaggerating the danger. In either case, they
have made a fatal blunder. We shall present four cases of apostasy of
whole congregations whose departure from the Lord can be laid
squarely at the feet of the shepherds of that congregation. The departure
of these congregations occurred over several years, if not decades, of
neglect by their shepherds, proving once again that apostasy more often
than not comes in small increments.

Case #1—
Madison Church Of Christ, Madison, Tennessee

The following introductory comments appear in a booklet titled,
“What Happened at the Madison Church of Christ?”

There are thousands of churches being taken over across
America. This book is only about one of those churches. It’s
about the Madison Church of Christ. By studying the methods
used here along with the resource references you might be able
to inoculate your church. At the very least you will recognize the
signs early on. Many of the current members of the Madison
Church of Christ still don’t know what happened. Some never
will know! This book is for them as well.

Madison Church of Christ was a 60-year-old church. At one time
it was one of the largest churches in the US, and the largest
Church of Christ. It thrived for many years on the vision of its
elders and those of its ministers. Those visions undoubtedly
came from the inspired word of Jesus Christ.

At sometime in the last 10 years there was a deliberate plan by
a majority of the elders to take the Madison Church of Christ
into a more worldly realm. They used secrecy, covert planning,
and outside sources to scheme and to change the format and
direction of the Madison Church of Christ. The Elders knew that
the membership would never approve such a plan. Using the
tools of the “Community Church Movement” (consultants,
books, seminars, meetings, planters, seeders) they slowly started
initiating change so the members never noticed it until it was too
late ...

At the heart of the plan was the fact that old members were
going to be driven off so new techniques could be used to go out
and reach the un-churched through new “Contemporary Holy
Entertainment” methods developed by the “Community Church
Movement.” Old members had to be kept on board long enough
to get their plans ready, or the funds would not be there to pay
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for the new building. So by the plan’s very nature, it had to be
secret.

The church had no plan in effect to renew or approve elders.
There was never any need. The elders had always been “as
approved by God.” Ten of the last fifteen elders would begin to
shed some doubt on that. The Elders did not even need a
majority at first, because some of the elders went along unwit-
tingly (emphasis added).9

Please pay close attention to the fact that the elders not only
approved of such departure, but appear to have been the very instiga-
tors of the changes that brought about the demise of this once faithful
congregation.

Case #2—
North Richland Hills Church Of Christ, North Richland Hills, Texas

Now favoring the designation as “The Hills Church of Christ,” the
North Richland Hills Church of Christ was established in the early
1960s.

When the Richland Hills church in Fort Worth, Texas, filed its
Articles of Incorporation with the Secretary of the State of Texas
on November 2, 1967, there was no doubt where the church
stood. It was “formed for the purpose of the promotion and
support of religious, divine and Christian worship as taught by
the New Testament ... it being understood that the basic funda-
mental principles of this Corporation and the religious worship
and education to be conducted in connection therewith, shall, in
all respects, conform to the teaching and examples contained in
that part of the Holy Scriptures known as the New Testament,
without additions to or subtractions from ...” Under Article 4(e)
it is stated, “That no mechanical instrument of any kind whatso-
ever shall ever be used in connection with the song service or
worship or work to be carried on or conducted by said congrega-
tion or religious body.” In Article 5, it is further provided: “In
the event any Elder of the corporation at any time shall fail to
subscribe to the teachings of the New Testament, as set forth in
ARTICLE FOUR hereof, then upon such a determination by a
majority of the Elders of the Corporation, he shall automatically
become disqualified and dropped as an Elder of the corporation.”
From all of the above language, it is readily apparent that the
Richland Hills church took a strong stand in opposition to the
use of instrumental music in the worship, even to the point of
disqualifying an elder who failed to observe this position.10
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On November 16, 2006, an amendment to the Articles of Incorpo-
ration was filed eliminating the restriction of instrumental music in
worship, and within a matter of three days it was announced that the
congregation would provide an instrumental music and communion
service on Saturday night. The degree of their apostasy is manifest by
a visit to their website, “thehills.org.” This large congregation now has
a membership of several thousand, and has three “campuses,” one in
North Richland Hills on Loop 820 N., one in Southlake, Texas, and one
in West Fort Worth—three congregations under one eldership. In
recent years the North Richland Hills Church of Christ introduced
instruments of music into their worship. Such is only a single manifes-
tation of their departure from the Truth at the behest of the elders.

This congregation began their trek away from God more than three
decades ago, and the “trickle” has turned into a “flood” of departures
in more recent years. The following is an indication of the role of the
elders in their departure. Please give particular attention to the first
couple of paragraphs:

The Richland Hills church in Texas—the largest of the nation’s
13,000 a cappella Churches of Christ—has decided to add an
instrumental worship assembly with communion on Saturday
nights. Jon Jones, an elder and former pulpit minister at the
6,400-member church, told the congregation Dec. 3 that Rich-
land Hills’ elders “fully and completely” endorsed the decision.
“There is unity in our eldership, and we are so thankful for that,”
Jones told church members at a combined adult Bible study,
according to a video on the church Web site. Elder Roger Dean
characterized the congregation’s overall response as “extremely
positive.”

“Frankly, we did not know what to expect,” Dean said. “We felt
like it was going to be pretty difficult, but it has not been ...
People are truly supporting the leadership and the eldership.”

Senior minister Rick Atchley—a national leader in efforts to
foster better relations with instrumental Christian Churches—
told the congregation the decision should help ease crowding at
Richland Hills’ two Sunday morning services. Moreover, he
said, it will allow the congregation to “reach more people who
need Christ.”

“We didn’t make this decision on a Tuesday and announce it on
a Sunday,” Atchley said in the adult Bible study, citing much
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study, prayer and fasting by the elders. “This has been part of
about a three-year journey that the leadership has been on.”

Two of the congregation’s 17 elders resigned as a result of the
decision, a church member who spoke on condition of anonym-
ity told The Christian Chronicle. Dean, one of the remaining 15
elders, confirmed that he understood the decision had prompted
two elders to resign.

But John Wilbanks, one of the elders who resigned, said the
timing was coincidental. Wilbanks said he remains an adult
Bible class teacher at Richland Hills, has a “deep appreciation
for the leadership” and offers the elders his full support.

“I love Richland Hills,” said Wilbanks, who had no comment on
whether he had told members an instrumental service would not
occur on his watch.

Elder Mikel Faulkner’s resignation was announced Nov. 19, the
same Sunday as Richland Hills leaders first informed members
of the decision. The church bulletin praised Faulkner’s “many
years of selfless service” and said he had decided it was time to
serve in a capacity other than elder. Faulkner, who remains a
member at Richland Hills, declined to comment on the instru-
mental service, telling the Chronicle, “I have nothing to say
about that. Thank you for your call, though.”

Atchley declined an interview request from the Chronicle,
saying he didn’t want to discuss the new service until it launches
the second weekend of February.

“I do not want to give the rest of the fellowship the idea that I am
trying to promote instrumental praise anywhere else,” Atchley
told the Chronicle. “What we are doing is a missional decision
for our congregation, and while we are not trying to hide our
decision, neither do we wish to flaunt it.”

In the Dec. 3 Bible study, Atchley told Richland Hills members
that “there has never been a moment’s discussion of changing
the name of this church or our affiliation with Churches of
Christ.” But he said Richland Hills must put the kingdom of God
and Christ’s mission above concerns that the change might hurt
the congregation’s standing or influence among Churches of
Christ.

At the same time, he suggested to members that Richland Hills’
decision might “inspire many other Churches of Christ to be
courageous in their kingdom efforts, and it could help stem the
tide of gifted young leaders who are leaving.”
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“My e-mail is flooded with messages from elders and preachers
across the country encouraging this church and praising us for
the decisions we’ve made,” Atchley told the church. “I know
this: If our fellowship stays on the course we’re on, our future
looks bleak. Someone has got to be a leader.”

A growing but still small number of Churches of Christ nation-
wide host instrumental praise gatherings outside of regular
worship services where the Lord’s Supper is offered. A few
congregations—including the 1,700-member Farmers Branch,
Texas, church—have added instrumental services with commu-
nion. But Richland Hills is, by far, the largest and most influen-
tial congregation to do so.

“I greatly appreciate a cappella praise,” Atchley told Richland
Hills members. “There is no intention of this leadership to force
anyone to worship any other way if that is their choice ... But I
firmly believe that if Richland Hills is to be most faithful to
God’s word and Christ’s mission, we must become a both/and
church with regard to instrumental and a cappella praise.”
Atchley told the congregation he would address biblical con-
cerns of adding instrumental worship as well as the church
leadership’s justification for offering communion on Saturday
nights in future Bible lessons planned in December.

But the Dec. 3 study dealt with the nature of churches making
tough choices. Too often, Atchley said, churches have looked at
decisions as “either/or”—either Christians can worship God with
instruments or vocal praise alone is acceptable to God, for
example. But many times, questions are “both/and”—meaning
Christians can worship God with instruments or with their voices
only, Atchley said. Atchley drew a biblical parallel to Acts 15
and the early church’s debate over whether circumcision should
be a requirement for Gentiles to accept the gospel. While
circumcision was a longtime tradition of the Jews, the mission
of the gospel required allowing Gentiles freedom in that regard,
he said. He pointed to Acts 15:19, where James said, “It is my
judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the
Gentiles who are turning to God.”

Atchley acknowledged that Richland Hills could lose some
members to other churches as a result of allowing instrumental
worship. But he said, “We’ve already lost too many over a
question that’s way too unimportant” (emphasis added).11
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The situation at North Richland Hills is truly sad in light of what they
used to be!

Case #3—
Oak Hills Church Of Christ in San Antonio, Texas

Oak Hills is another example of how rapidly, and to what degree,
a congregation can turn away from the Truth and turn aside unto fables.
Today, the congregation wears the name “Oak Hills Church,” no longer
claiming any affiliation to the churches of Christ—something for which
we are thankful! The exact roll of the elders in the apostasy of this
congregation is illustrated by “an announcement” from the elders of the
congregation some years ago:

The elders want to provide you with a statement about a question
that may have been raised. That question has to do with the use
of musical instruments in our worship. After many months of
careful study and consideration, the elders unanimously con-
cluded that there is no Biblical prohibition of the use of mechani-
cal instruments in worship. We recognize the issue as a matter
of diverse opinion and feel that any discussion in the future
should be conducted in a manner that avoids division. We
merely want to state that consensus to you today without any
prediction of what that might mean to our worship services. Our
worship style may or may not change, but we are in no hurry to
change. We are highly sensitive to your feelings, and we want to
hear your thoughts and wishes. Talk to your elders about it. Your
feedback will help us as we intend to offer teaching on this
matter. We are insistent on allowing God, through our prayers,
to lead us in all aspects of our church family.—the Elders12

The introduction of instrumental music at Oak Hills was followed
by a changing of the name from “Oak Hills Church of Christ” to “Oak
Hills Church.” I, for one, am glad they changed the name and aban-
doned any claim of association with those who seek to speak and
practice the Truth.

Case #4—
Shannon Oaks Congregation In Sulphur Springs, Texas

At the other end of Texas, far removed in distance as well as
doctrine and faithfulness to the Lord, is the Shannon Oaks Church.
Established in 1977, once a faithful congregation of the Lord’s church,
this congregation has now embraced denominationalism and refers to
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itself as “Shannon Oaks Church.” Their home page at their website
reads:

Hopkins County does not need another church. It needs another
kind of church—a church for people who don’t typically go to
church. That’s what Shannon Oaks is. We believe that, just like
Jesus, the local church should be irresistible. People should want
to wake up on Sunday morning and go to church. Our desire is
to be people’s number one option on Sunday morning, first
because of what we do and ultimately because of what we
believe. This vision led the Shannon Oaks Church of Christ,
which was established in 1977, to shed its denominational
heritage and become a community church in 2003. Since that
time, we’ve seen scores of people come to know Jesus Christ in
a personal way. With the arrival of John Alan Turner as Lead
Pastor in the spring of 2010, we believe Shannon Oaks is poised
to advance the borders of God’s kingdom in Sulphur Springs,
Hopkins County and beyond.13

In October 2004 the following announcement was made to the
congregation:

11:00 worship will be a 1 hour instrumental worship service. It
will gradually become a full instrumental worship gathering as
we are able to accommodate the instruments with a new sound
system and as we’re able to incorporate all of our musicians into
our worship ministry rotation.14

Case #5—
Highland Church of Christ In Abilene, Texas

This congregation was started in early 1929 with 50 members and
land that was purchased at 449 Highland Avenue. Over the next several
decades the Highland congregation experienced unusual growth under
the preaching of Homer Hailey, E.R. Harper, and Mid McKnight. But
in the early 1960s the congregation began to depart from God’s Word.

On their website, it is stated: “In 1972, a young, dynamic Canadian
minister moved to Abilene to join the Highland family as the pulpit
minister. Lynn Anderson served at Highland for over 19 years and had
an enormous impact on the church.”15 Time and space does not allow
us to detail the preaching and teaching of Lynn Anderson, but suffice
it to say his influence was not for the good.

In 1991 Mike Cope became the ninth preacher for the Highland
congregation, and under the smooth and fair speech of this wolf in
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sheep’s clothing, Highland solidified her position in the religious
community as simply another denomination among so many in west
Texas. The following is a sample of the extent to which this once-
faithful congregation has fallen:

“What A Mess”
Michael Light

The above title is a copy of the Out Front column of the front
page of the Religion section of the Abilene Reporter News
(Saturday, October 2, 1999). One of our members brought their
paper to me on Sunday asking if I had seen the announcement (I
had overlooked it). I went to Abilene (Texas) Tuesday to see a
brother at the hospital and decided to go to this meeting at the
Highland Church of Christ.

I arrived at the building at 6:15p.m. and really had no idea what
to expect. I have had some experience with the ”Walk to Em-
maus” and knew it was an attempt to “connect” with the Spirit
(over a weekend retreat). This program originated in the Method-
ist church.

I feared the Highland congregation might play taped instrumen-
tal music during the service. I was wrong on this. They did not
play taped music, they had the real thing. That’s right, a full
blown band. Four women singers who sang and played a variety
of instruments for the duration of the service. I walked into the
auditorium and right into a concert. These women also led the
singing (with the instruments) during the “service part” of the
gathering.

They showed the Emmaus instructional video as advertised. The
thrust of the video was consistent with what I have been told by
those who have gone on the “walks”—namely, that on these
retreats the Spirit reveals Himself in a variety of ways and guides
(directly) those who seek His presence. The video is basically a
collection of “testimonials,” geared to convince the audience that
something (the Holy Spirit) is missing and this “walk” can get
you connected.

After the video, the all girl band played and led the audience in
more songs. All the songs were sung as the audience stood and
swayed with hands in the air (in true Pentecostal fashion).
Brethren, only the fact that I had not eaten since breakfast kept
me from getting physically ill during all this vain worship (Matt.
15:7-9). During this segment of song the plate was also passed
to help sponsor more and more Emmaus events.
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I was sure by this time that I could not be surprised by anything
else that was to happen, but I was sadly mistaken. Eddie Sharp
(ACU instructor and the pulpit minister for the University
congregation in Abilene) approached the stage. He read (after
stating that the Spirit had been stirred) the “liturgy.” I don’t
know what other word to use for it. He asked the audience to get
out their “purple book” (some Emmaus creed book, or some
such thing). He would read certain sections or passages from the
“purple book” (not the Bible, nor were the passages scriptures)
and the audience would repeat the lines. In others, he would read
a certain part and they would finish by reading the rest and say
amen etc. ... It was just like watching the Catholics doing their
“liturgy.”

He then led them in a confessional type prayer where the whole
crowd confessed to several sins (collectively) and asked to be
forgiven. This segment was reminiscent of the group crying and
mass repentance of the Promise Keepers. It was a written prayer
that was read, very little feeling, just vain repetitions (Matt. 6).

After a few more songs, Eddie Sharp took the stage again and
presented the message of the hour. He began by running down
the church. In fact, his introductory comment was that as a
church of Christ preacher he wasn’t used to preaching to a crowd
where everyone was invited. This is a blatant attempt to paint the
church in a negative light. (I’m sure Jesus was impressed with
this smart-aleck man running down and making light of His
bride, the body He heads and died for (Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:23-
25). Since when have we not “invited” everyone to come and
study God’s word with us. This is a lie, and a disgraceful attempt
to taint the reputation of members who have labored for years in
evangelistic efforts sacrificing and working tirelessly to fund and
build both the building at Highland as well as the university
where he draws his pay check.

Other snide comments were made at the expense of the church
as well. He then went on to laud the “Emmaus Movement” (He
clearly holds it in much higher regard than the Lord’s church).
He plainly and specifically taught that it does not matter where
you worship or what “tradition of faith” you’re in, just serve
Jesus. He said we are to follow the fight of Jesus wherever it
leads us. If it leads us to stay in our current church, fine, if it
leads us to change churches then we should do just that.
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The Bible doesn’t give us a smorgasbord of churches to choose
from. Ephesians 4:4ff makes it clear there is only one body. In
Matthew 16:13-18, Jesus promised to build one church. Eddie
Sharp needs to put away his “purple book” and pick up his Bible
and read it.

You cannot go to heaven and not be a member of the Lord’s
church. Acts 2:47 says that God adds the saved to the church.
Eddie Sharp and his ACU buddies can scream and holler
ecumenicalism and denominationalism as often and loudly as
they like, but it is still a damnable doctrine that will cost them
their souls (John 14:6; Matt. 7:21-23). There is no multiplicity of
churches in the Bible.

Perhaps the saddest phrase of the entire speech came during
Sharp’s introduction when he informed the audience that He had
delivered the material we were about to hear to his class at ACU
earlier in the day. What a crying shame. Teaching our youth that
they are part of a denomination that is just like the man-made
self-seeking bodies that have no regard for the Bible at all.
Brethren, we send our children off to a “Christian” school to be
prepared to fight against the doctrines of Satan, yet Satan has
infiltrated the very classrooms we, the church, have built. Our
unsuspecting youth is often-times turned over to these men and
women who are bent on turning the church into a denomination.
It is high time many of us woke up to what is happening around
us. Sticking our head in the sand is not going to help. Refusing
to see and listen to warnings will only allow those who have no
love for the church to do more to defile as many of her children
as possible.

After the “Sermon from Hell” (my title, not his, ML) Sharp
announced that we were about to have communion (the Lord’s
Supper) yes, that’s right it was Tuesday night (I stress again,
these people don’t care what the Bible says about the Lord’s
Supper or anything else. They will, and are, doing anything and
everything they want to). He was kind enough to mention that he
realized many people were not used to this, and if we didn’t feel
comfortable doing it then we could abstain (mighty nice of him).

He then discussed the manner in which it would be taken (I don’t
know why it mattered at this juncture). He said that it would be
taken by “inction.” That’s how he spelled it. He then stated that
he really thought the “Emmausians” just made it (inction) up. He
said that “inction” was taking the piece of bread and dipping it
into the juice then (after the bread soaked up the juice) it was to
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be taken all at once. I know, Jesus and the apostles partook of
them separately (Matt. 26) as did the early church (1 Cor. 11),
but our brethren at Highland and Eddie Sharp aren’t impressed
with that, they would rather please their denominational harlots,
and do what feels good to them than stay true to God’s way
(James 4:4).

The communion itself was also very Catholic in its order.
Brother Sharp took a large piece of bread (a loaf, I couldn’t tell
if it was leaven or unleaven, but again I know it doesn’t matter
to them one way or the other) and stood down front (with his
Emmaus cross around his neck) and broke off small pieces and
gave it to the laity (people) as they passed by. He said something
to them (it looked just like a Catholic priest blessing the Sacra-
ment) and they would pass from him to another man who held a
large goblet of juice. They would then dip the bread into the
juice and take it. This fiasco concluded the service, and the
crowd went out to the foyer where the “host” congregation
(Highland) had prepared quite a spread of snacks.

Over-all it was a sickening night. I could not help but think of
the changes in that congregation since it’s formation in 1928. It
should stand as a warning to us all to “contend for the faith”
(Jude 3), for if we don’t, the truth will be lost.

(I audio taped the entire event so as to have documentation of
what happened.)

—Michael Light16

Now, we want to focus on the role that the shepherds have played
in the apostasy of this congregation. The following lengthy quote
comes from Mike Cope. Various words and phrases have been
emphasized to show the elders’ cooperation and/or leadership in these
matters. Cope posts:

I minister alongside 42 men whom I deeply respect. These
shepherds are men who have taught me so much. (There are 45
if you count Wally, Grady, and Clois. Technically they are no
longer elders, but I just prefer to think of it as if they’ve missed
the last several meetings. In my mind, the three of them will
always be shepherds of the Highland Church!)

This morning’s announcement came from a long, prayer-filled
study of scripture. These are hardly men who make decisions
because of the prevailing culture. They are wanting to follow the
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lead of the Spirit and be obedient to scripture at every turn.
Here’s the announcement that Jack Griggs read:

Throughout its 75-year history, the Highland Church of Christ
has been blessed in countless ways. One of the most apparent of
those blessings is the spiritual giftedness of our members and the
way that their gifts have been poured out to benefit others.

Another of those blessings is the willingness of this Highland
family to seriously study God’s Word and to take direction from
what is revealed. Over a decade ago, the Highland elders began
to study, pray about, and discuss among themselves the roles of
women in various worship and ministry activities. The result of
that interaction was a congregation-wide study a few years ago
on the role of women in public worship.

After that period of study, the Highland elders decided that it
was time to encourage the participation of women in various
ways in public worship. From the earliest conversations with
members, the elders communicated that it was not the intention
of Highland leadership to place women in the role of elder or
preaching minister. However, the eldership concluded that it is
scriptural for women to participate in all other ways.

It has been our intention to implement these changes in roles
carefully seeking natural ways to allow our women to join our
men in using their gifts. Over the past few years, you have seen
the fruits of this intent. Ministry reports, congregational an-
nouncements, the sharing of testimony, and participation in
praise teams and dramatic presentations by women have become
fairly common. More recently, you have witnessed women
reading scripture, serving communion, and leading prayer.

Brothers and sisters, your elders want you to know that we firmly
believe that such activities are fully scriptural and that we are
grateful that we have been able to have this experience at
Highland. We are also aware that these actions represent a great
amount of change and that change can—and does—produce
anxiety. Please know that we are not callous to those feelings.
Yet, we believe that scripture provides all women and men the
opportunity to share their God-given gifts. Thus, you will see
women continue to be used in worship as natural and appropriate
occasions arise.

We want you to know that when you see a woman taking a
public role in worship, it is being done with the knowledge and
approval of the eldership. For those of you for whom this is a
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difficult transition, we encourage you to patiently seek God’s
peace as our church family prayerfully moves through this
transition.

For those of you who were not at Highland during our intensive
study or if you were here but would like to refresh your study,
we will be offering a class this spring that will lead you through
the scriptures that led us to our decision. Or, if you would like to
talk with an elder about this, please let that be known. We are
always willing to spend time with you.

God has blessed the Highland church with people who are
willing to serve in thousands of ways. We trust you will join the
Highland shepherds in praising the Lord when you witness that
service in your fellow sisters and brothers.

I’m not posting this announcement so that readers can print it off
and give it to their elders to say, “We ought to do what Highland
has done.” We’ve made it clear from the beginning that we’re
trying to discern where the Spirit is leading us through scripture
at this time. But there is a lot of misunderstanding floating
around, and I thought this might help clarify ... and maybe even
bless.

I get to hang out a couple days with Landon Saunders (and two
other buddies) this week, as I have each year for the past decade.
His house has become my Valhalla, a hall of healing (emphasis
added).17

Case #6—
Quail Springs In Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

The Quail Springs congregation in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma is
our last case study. As in previous cases, the shepherds are responsible
for the apostasy of this large congregation. We have emphasized the
words and/or phrases that draw attention to the undeniable truth that the
shepherds of this congregation are responsible for their demise.

Quail Springs Begins Instrumental Sunday Worship
28 JANUARY 2008
by J. Randal Matheny
By Associate Editor Joe May
Updated Jan. 29, 21:45 UTC

OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla (BNc)- In an abrupt departure from
the pratice [sic] of the Lord’s church throughout history, yet
another large congregation has made the decision to add
instrumental music to their services. Mark Henderson, the pulpit
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minister for the Quail Springs congregation, which has for
several years styled itself as the “Quail Springs Family of God,”
has announced that the 900-member church, after about a year
of consideration and prayer, will begin offering a 9:00 a.m.
service each Sunday that features instrumental music.

At least 300 members have left the church after the decision was
announced, Henderson told The Oklahoman newspaper in an
interview that appeared on January 26. The new service began
on Jan. 27, 2008. The decision to begin offering the instrumental
service was announced on March 7, 2007.

The group meeting at 14401 N. May Street in Oklahoma City
made the move, Henderson said, to be able to reach out to a
larger group of people. In a statement read to the congregation
on Jan. 27, and posted on the congregation’s website, Henderson
termed the move “Spirit-led.” He did not elaborate on that term.

Henderson told the newspaper that the church of Christ’s
position on instruments in worship is primarily motivated by the
fact that “there is no New Testament authority for using instru-
ments in worship. You have a lot of Old Testament references to
it, but when you look at references you might attribute to
worship in the New Testament, you don’t see them mentioned
and people interpreted that silence as intentional. Therefore, it
was restrictive. So the historical position has been there’s no
authority to use instruments in worship, therefore, we don’t do
it, and those who do use instruments are sinning and really out
of step with God and therefore we don’t fellowship with them.”

The announcement and subsequent change comes on the heels
of Richland Hills’ addition of instrumental music in 2007, in
North Richland Hills, Tex., north of Forth Worth. That congre-
gation had been the largest a cappella church in the world when
the decision was made, with over 6,000 members.

Asked about the congregation’s response to the elders’ decision
to permit instruments in worship, Henderson told the newspaper,
“it’s been difficult. I think just about any pastor will tell you that
significant changes in a congregation is difficult. Some people
have been very enthusiastic about it and other people ... have
been very resistant to it. It’s been a painful and difficult example
of what we went through in 2007.”

When the decision was announced, Henderson said, “a certain
percentage of the congregation broke out in applause and a
number of people got mad, so it’s been like that.” In actuality,
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Henderson admitted, this is not the first time the church has
employed instruments in worship. On Saturday nights, the group
has met before for what they termed “worship night.” During
these meetings, a band has been used, he said. In addition, he
said, the congregation’s regular worship has always leaned
toward the “contemporary.” “We weren’t really re-inventing the
wheel; we were just further developing what we have done
before. Our typical band is going to be a keyboard and usually
two or three guitars,” he said.

Asked to explain his position on what has since the 1850s been
a serious doctrinal issue within the church, Henderson stated,
“We essentially said you are free to worship with instruments or
worship without them. From just a doctrinal biblical standpoint,
we, for a number of years, have treated this as a non-issue. And
so we were giving our people the freedom to leave. We were
saying, ‘You’re free to worship with instruments; just not here.’
... The other thing we are trying to do is to reach some people
that we’ve been missing.”

The congregation’s leadership, in announcing the change, said
that they will not be getting rid of the traditional a cappella
worship service. Secular history has recorded that instruments of
music were not introduced into worship services until the 1100s
and did not become a staple of Catholic worship until the 1300s.
In early America, instruments of music during worship were not
an issue in most places as the majority of denominations as well
as the Lord’s church did not believe the use of instruments to be
consistent with spirit and truth worship. As denominational
churches in large cities began to employ the instrument, the issue
soon spilled over into the churches of the Restoration Move-
ment, known then as churches of Christ, Disciples of Christ or
in some places, simply by the moniker the Christian Church. In
the days following the American Civil War, the issue became
more divisive, with churches splitting over the instrument. In
1906, the United States Census Bureau first recognized churches
of Christ and the Christian Church as separate entities.

The elders at Quail Springs, in a statement read at the first
instrumental service, denied allegations that they are considering
dropping “church of Christ” from the congregation’s sign. They
did, however, state that they had been approached about the
matter but said they had “no burning desire” to make the change.

Responding to an email from Dave Dugan, preacher at the
Lawton, Okla., congregation, who demonstrated his displeasure
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at Quail Springs’s move, Henderson wrote, “We are not likely to
be moved by a barrage of mail from distant congregations.” The
reply was also sent to the religion editor at The Oklahoman
(emphasis added).18

The number of cases could be multiplied, but these will serve as
clear evidence that elderships in these apostate congregations are
responsible for the departure from the Truth of God’s Word.

THE PREVENTION

This point can be addressed from the viewpoint of both preventa-
tive and cure. So far as preventative measures are concerned we suggest
the following. First, congregations should be extremely cautious in the
installment of men who shall serve as elders. This is obvious from the
very nature of the qualifications set forth in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1.
Were God not concerned with the quality of men who would serve as
shepherds, He would never have set forth the qualifications in these two
passages. If a man does not meet all of the qualifications, lacking
perhaps only one, he is not qualified! Careful adherence to this one
truth would go a long way in assuring the faithfulness of any congrega-
tion. Second, consistent and regular teaching regarding the elders and
their work will provide members of the congregation with a proper
working knowledge of the work and qualification of elders so as to
enable them to select men who are qualified in this matter.

If a congregation finds itself moving further and further to the left,
concerned members should act swiftly. Delay in these matters will only
increase the stronghold of false teachers and solidify the power of
rebellious shepherds. First, any man serving as an elders who does not
hold to the pattern of sound words should, after a first and second
admonition, be immediately disciplined (Tit. 3:10). A refusal to repent
on his part should be met with his removal from the eldership. Second,
if every attempt to correct a course of departure fails, the good and
godly remnant should distance themselves from the congregation and
“start anew” with a determination to remain loyal to the Truth of God’s
Word. Occasionally, but sadly, we must depart from any situation that
would find elders leading a congregation in the wrong direction.

CONCLUSION

Contrary to the “pluralistic” mind-set of our politicians and
professors, there is such a thing as the Truth. When the Truth and error
come face to face, the Truth will always win, though the struggle itself
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may produce casualties along the way. Unfortunately some see any sort
of confrontation as a sign of hostility and aggression. Those who
believe, practice, and insist on the Truth being taught produce resent-
ment among those who love not the Truth. I do not recall the author of
the following, but it is certainly as applicable today as when it was first
penned:

I fear it will be a long time before men are so philosophic as to
understand that a man is not your enemy because he tries to
correct errors in your opinions, and that the more important the
subject, the greater the service he will render you if he makes
you change your false opinion for a true one.

Why is it that we consider it a genuine favor if someone tells us
about a computer virus, but if that same person attempts to warn us of
a “spiritual virus” it is intrusion into one’s personal faith? It is either
because we do not believe the warning is applicable, we do not believe
it is true, or we believe that the one giving the warning is exaggerating
the danger. Our Lord has sounded the warning: “Beware of false
prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are
ravening wolves” (Mt. 7:15). Why do men not heed the warning?
Perhaps it is because they do not think Jesus is telling the truth. It may
be that they do not think the warning is applicable. Perhaps they think
Jesus is exaggerating the danger. In either case, they have made a fatal
blunder.
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